
tonze
outside the
usual mould

ByROBIN EAYES

Tff art of sculpture has
'ttoven its way through the
Fast-_8o y_€ars -- adaptins
€QUAIry \'ell tO ihe rnore 5ub-
tle and lniellectuat artistlc
lJraJy8es and the variely of
new working mataria.ls that
basbecome avallable.
It ia rare that the bronze

busl or figurative stalue
whlih has dominated West-
em sculpture for centuries is
aciua,lly urvell€d these days,

The advance to modernism
h33 seen some inspidng
cleations set their seal on
clty plazas, and whlle many
confinue the flrtulistic and
l4alustrial th€mes thai dom-
lDated style early of this celr-
tury, othe$ are more ob-
scure ln th€i! stal€ment.
LcaI EculpLors have adap-

t€d to thelrpurpos.s the ! ar-
lous 'moderrl' mediums svail-
tble - 6teel, alunlnium, iron,
and plastic. Bui sculptors ale
olten li&lled by lack of
tounalries, i!!€glllar con]mis-
aions_ and a limitert buying
Ircpuratron.
Two domibatin€ forces,

however, i6otatin anci
Aoedcan-European trentu,
bave piobably had the sleaL-
€si effect on sculptulal de-

Isolatiol ought to have
Dlomoted sonre sort of oriBl-
lality - as it did in our
peintlig - but sculplure ln
the colonles wsa for hany
Yea!6llttle more than a loca.l
varlation of well-tried Euro-
P€an slyl€s, wilh sculptors
rtahing the $€ll-9orn !on-
dor1 trek to advance thei!
Io'rowledge,
TlJ stiu €slsts to a. degree,

o! ctrurse. bLrb in the 1970s
and 1980s New Yolk and the '
'W€st Coast are the riajor
c€lties ol innolation.

One could then pose ihe
question: Does "Australian'
sculltrte a.ctually €xisi or
5rc we an altistic satellite of
Eulll)e and Amedca?

Tbe neoclassical public mo-
numents abound in most
parks arounil Australia -$ittr thanks to the Anzac
lnemoriais - and althou8h
some tend to extr€rne nat-
Ursli8m - such ss G€orse
Lsnb€rt's monument Io
Hehry Lewson and Charles
Sumrdeis Bourke arld witlB

Monument, they stitl hark
back to the clessicel.

Tlle Bourke and WdIa n1onu-
ment, for e,€-6ple s€ems to bc
dir€ctly ba.s€d on Mlcheta$let
o s Gullllano de Medi.i
It is probably sater to de-

sc.ilre local sculpture es itl-
terDaiional, Althougb scutD-
tors here - John Arnrsitons.
Georse Baldessin, nosJ;
Itlippel, Mlcki Gdlf and the
innovative Diana Webber, to
name a few - rank $iib anv
forelsn alllst - therc is Do
heaw lralig€nous theme that
fiakes them exceDtionatlv
Ausiralian in ther s[v]e. -

It is probably best_ior our
sculptoN that they have no
stylistlc base. Lookinc ab
rvorks by sculpir€ss, Diana,
Webbe! al the East End A!,
gallery in Sydney ii is inter-
e€tbgto see the pmducts of
&D unrestricLed imagination
$ixed Mth an obvious
talent.

Her works, 18 pleces ln all,
Ienging trcm the JiSurative
to the more futurblic Drecas-
hdve 6Llned a lot of Gteresi
and atientlo!! iD this latc.b
cxhibiiion,

. Bronze
From the classlcal bronzes

of Olpheus and Euhdice.with the dogs barkins al
their heels, and Aitas aucl
Perseus, to ihe modernistis
WoD1an and lto!6e, Diana.w€bbe! has covered a $ide

Particularly lnierestinE is
her rninng of modern -and
traditional €lernents as in
.the liece, What,s Btack ancl
White and R€ad All O!cr.
. Thc piece consrsts oi
Dronze chudre . a retnc
rurDing through rtany ofie! worl6- The childr.n
prog?es6 trom uatural
bmuze throuch to lect-Dair-
ted Jisrrines; to those-cov-

Painting blonze mighb be
Iegarded as sa,cdlege by
sotne but lt adds an interesi-
lng lerspective to many of
her works. possrbly breakjng
some lmdiLional boundarv.
The nainbow Mak€rs.

based also olr child {jgures
Itnked bv Einbow-colorpd
chonls, also shows tbe cle-
Iightfully Iutud,stic use of

wifh ihose more poignant,
such as Drcaming, \ltere a
childs Jac€, seemingly *yap-
Ired in a shell, peers oub onto

Ned Nelly also rnaEes alr
eppearance, the chilal theme
s,gain playing a !a!t.Mr noger Dunwell, codi-
lector of lhe gallery, believes
sculpture irl bronze has baen
Jairty n€glecled ln Australia,
bccause ot the shortage of
f oundrics and ia.iliiies.
"It js difficull to do large-

54ale works. John Gardnea,
arr AnrericaD lhing here,
started uIJ the bronze
toundry at the tast sydney
'Iechnrcal Coll ge, v'hrch has

As an inte.esfing sldeilghi
to thie exbibition. the NSW
AIt Aalbry is lunnhg an ed-
ucattonal display entitled
Sculptolg Means, whicb em-
lhasises the nraterials and'
methods used by sculptoas.
A variety of materials in-

cluding teracotta, rvood,
stoDe, bronze, steel dnd
mixed media ls represented
in works ranging from the
T'ang dynasty and tribal col-

'lectlons through to cont€m-
lorary Eulopealx and Aust-

THIRST ll . . . one of tB pieces on show
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blonze in an abstrect form.


