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Blank Public Monuments and
the Bronze Underground

A{.ilTl;;ill$
Sydney to assume the art
was lan8uisbin8 here. As
public aculplure is all the
sculpture nosi Sydn€y-
siders see, few of us would
quarrel wilh thal assump-

In facl, th€re is an awful
lol of welding and rnould-
ing and casting and assen-
blinS goin8 on, and some ol
il has to be good. Public
windows on to this actjvily
are limited, as they are on
all lhe underground of Syd-

In this world of old
warehouses and empty
floors in buildinSs soon'lo-
b€-demolished, a.i sludents
and recent graduales are
moving from the Boh€mian
dream to$'ards the reality
of the markel place. It is
happeninS all the time, and
it has atways been so. Sludy
granls or the shared, flip
altitudes ol conmunal life
hold back the harsh light
for some - Ior a lime. Some
find early success,and their
way is set. Some 80 into
comnercial art. Sone lab-
our on in oblcudty, after
lheir liltle community has

Those who Sive up are
replaced by the next yeals
hopefuls. Each crop thinks
it is a new bre€d. Genera-
tion after 8eneration, the
ghostly p.oc€ssion stun-
bles towards the li8hr.
Some di$olve in iti some
solidify, and
find it. Some, accordin8 to
thelaw ofaverag€s, must be
80od.

This will nev€r change,
bul il is always Sood lo see
anolher window. A jacg€

one will open on Sydrey
sculpture later in th€ year,
wh€n a new Sculplure
Gallery gets under w6y in
the Glebe. A smaller, but
increasingiy important
showplace fo. sculpture,
6nd for artists Benerally
who ar€ ai rhe critical firsr
exhibition slage, has be€n
provided over lhe past 16
monlhs by East End A.t in
Bourke Street, Darlin8-
hurst, opposite the East
Sydn€y Tech.

Most of Sydney's art cri'
tics drop in there to see
what's 8oin8 on, but only
give them the occasional
menlion. This is not out-
rageously unfair. Space is
limited in the newspapers
and Easl End Art hasnt
alv{ays gol somelhing good
€nou8h to steal a litlle spac€
fron the €stablished 8al

It did steal a bil last yea.
wilh an exhibition of
bronzes by experienced
sculplors, such as Di web-
ber and lohn Cardner, and
by a numb€r of young Post
Certificate Sculptors, who
still us€ the lacilities oi
lobn cardnef's workshop
at Easl Sydney Technical
College. A sinilar exhibi-
lion is now in pro8ress, ancl
will run until May 26.

The Bronze Workshop at
Easl Sydney was slaried
about two and a half y€ars
a8o by ca!dne., a New
Yorker who had spent
several years teaching in
Manhattan. Belore that,
Auslralian artists who
wanted to wo.k in bronze
had the choice of using a
Melbourne foundry or

Says Cardner. "A lot of
people in Australia choose
only to work wiih bronz€ in
a conventional way. It is a
rather expensive process

and lher€ s a tremendous
arnounl oi labour involved.
But lhese scuiptures (in the
exhibition)- and they vary
in slyle fron the traditional
lo ihe abstract - use a
unique combination of
Slass and bronze. I dont
believe this has eve. been
used before in Australia.
And the losl wax p.oces3
used h an old one, but it s
the only way possible to
cast detailed sculplure
without a piece mould."

Ga.dner is currently
off€ring a course at his own
studios in Lee Sheet (nea!
Central Station) for ad'.'an-
ced sculpto.s and besinners
''with some background
experience. lt will include
sculpting directly in wax
and basic procedu!$ ror
handling and fabricating
waxi mould makinS, gating
and investing, cleaning and
chasin8, welding and
finishing. If those terms
hean anything to you, and
if you like whal you see at
East End A.t, you can con-
tact Gardner on 211-4834.

F.om May 27 io June 13,
the East End wiil be show'
ins mixed-media works on
paper and canvas Dy
Deanna Doyle. Unfo una-
tely, althouSh I've heard
he. name crop up, I have
not been able to see any of
Doyles work in lime for
publication. The best I can
do is quote from the sludio
blurb: 8y usins d window
motit, which octs os o type
of tone ot conrocr point,
Doie\ work oilows us to
look into lhe londscope, os
it wete, by meons of o

eenetol ovetview ol the
rocks, st.olo ond londform.

Pan of th' btunu Md4trounA lculptort .astinq in btunze at Joha
Gantnet\ @otkshop. Inset: Di Webbd\ btunze h.ad ofloh La@t.
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