
Portraits in brortze test artist's metal

HEADS and shoulders above the rest Diana Webber with bronze busts of a Japanese woman, John Laws and Trent Nathan

BRONZII busts of drstin-
guished or distinguished
looking people do not appear
these days exeept as eelec-
tica or heirlooms.

But a century or two ago,
three-dimensional portraits

rilere colnmonly comndssioned
by generals, poet6, patrierchs
arrd grarmrrar scirool ireads.
In this century, bronze por-

trait artists are rare: in tirls
country, they are virtually
unknowu.
But Diana Webber hopes to

change that and bring nroul-
ded bronze arL back into fash-
ion.

Lloyd Fiees, John Laws. Leo
Schofield and, Trent Nathan
have all taken the plunge and.
allowed Diana to make their
likenesses.

Tlre four will be spending the
uexN four weeks in close cortr,
pany, aL least fr.om the shoul-
der up, at Diana's exhibitidn
which opens this week at tlre
Easf End Gallery in inner

Sydney's Darlin ghurst.
Diana learned the arb from

John Gardiner, an American
with a distinguished career ln
bronze ar!. He is now an in-
s0ructor at East $jydney it'cclr-
nical College.

After only a few years in the
medium, Diana is holding her
first significant cxhibition
with 16 bronze works. ilclud-
irrg the four lalesb busc$.

Aparb from tire expense, the
main problenr with making
solid bronze busts is that, l,here
are only a handful of suitable
{oundries in this country. .

Mairily because she has to
share the fouudry witi'r other
metal artists, Diana took two
.or. lhree rnonths to nrake each
bust.

A cla,y statue is macle first,
then afLer a complicated "lost
wiu( pr"ocess" the molten
bronze is poured iuto a cast
and set. ![he set piece then has
to be chiselled and harnmered
into i1,s final slrape.

Hearls and features are diffi-
cult but despite lrer inexperi-
enee, Diana is already g,cconl-
plished and John Garcliner be-
lives slie woulel do very well
ovel'seas.

]3ronze statues abouf 15cm
high will be on sale aL the ex-
hibition for $250 to $350. The
larger pieees are, of course,
tnore expqnsive bub compare
very favorably tr-itlr a portrait
in oils.

Diana hopes to lrold another.
exhbition witirin a year.


